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Mr. Jeffrey Carin
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Bureau of Local Government and Finance
(BLGF)

Department of Energy (DOE)
Department of Energy (DOE)

- Representative

Department of Energy (DOE)

- Representative

DENR-Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) - Representative

Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co.
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Philex Mining Corporation

Prime Energy Resources Development B.V.
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Prof. Maria Aurora Teresita Tabada

PH-EITI Secretariat:

Ms. Mary Ann Dizon-Rodolfo
Mr. Albert San Diego

Ms. Rhea Mae Pamatmat
Ms. Rhoda Aranco

Mr. Job G. Besmonte

Mr. Amiel De Guzman

Ms. Shaina Gem Cardenio
Ms. Aldhessa Joyce Morillo
Ms. Andrea Denise Samson-Ong
Ms. Aliyah Gozon

Ms. Tricia Nicole Garcia

Mr. Nifio Miguel Amado

Butuan City

Visayas State University (VSU) Baybay, Leyte

PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat
PH-EITI Secretariat

Agenda:
I.  Call to order
Il.  Approval of the agenda of the 107th MSG Meeting
lll.  Approval of the minutes of the 106th MSG Meeting
IV.  Matters Arising from Previous Meetings
V.  Main Business
A. Terms of Reference for the Hiring of Independent Administrator for the FY 2025 Report

(for approval)
Outline of the Contextual Information Chapter of the FY 2025 Report (for approval)
Domestic Resource Mobilization Project Proposal (for approval)
D. Presentation of the Risk-Based Assessment results included in the FY 2023—2024 Country
Report (for discussion)
E. 2026 Global Conference Update (for information)
F. Update on the Progress of the FY 2025 Reporting Cycle (for information)
VI. Other Matters

A. 2026 Work Plan: Q1 Report and Proposed Stakeholder Engagement Plan
B. Report on the Women in Extractives Forum 2026
C. Update on the Transparency Office for Extractives (TOFE)

VII. Summary of Agreements

VIII. Setting of the Next Meeting

IX. Adjournment

O w
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Proceedings:
I.  Call to order

Upon confirmation that a quorum was present, the Philippine Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (PH-EITI) Secretariat conducted the roll call and welcomed Director
Ricardo Bobis of the Bureau of Local Government Finance (BLGF), who served as Chair of the
meeting. The Chair then formally opened the session and welcomed the representatives from
the government, industry, and civil society organization (CSO) sectors.

Il.  Approval of the agenda of the 106th MSG Minutes

The approval of the 106th minutes of the meeting was sent along with other materials to the
MSG. The Secretariat received no other comments on the minutes. With no further comments,
the members and Chair approved the 106th minutes of the meeting.

lll.  Approval of the minutes of the 107th meeting

The committee and Chair approved the agenda including the Terms of Reference for the Hiring
of Independent Administrator for the FY 2025 Report, Outline of the Contextual Information
Chapter of the FY 2025 Report, Domestic Resource Mobilization Project Proposal, Presentation
of the Risk-Based Assessment results included in the FY 2023-2024 Country Report, 2026 Global
Conference Update, and the Update on the Progress of the FY 2025 Reporting Cycle.

Without further comments from the members, the Chair approved the agenda of the 107th
MSG meeting.

Matters arising from previous meetings

The MSG approved the 105th MSG The minutes of the 105th MSG
106.1  \jinutes of the Meeting. Completed \jceting was deemed approved.

The MSG suggested exploring the On 12 March, an inquiry was

use of Al tools to transcribe sent to CMIO-DOF via email

meetings and facilitate the prompt . regarding the availability of
106.2 . ; o Ongoing o

circulation or summarization of subscriptions to Al tools for

discussions to enable the faster transcription and

submission of minutes to minutes-taking. No response
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106.3

106.4

106.5

106.6

members.

The MSG agreed to coordinate and
schedule a meeting with the DOE
next week (March 18) to discuss the
operationalization of RA12253 and
engagement with Semirara Mining
and Power Corporation (SMPC).

The MSG approved the PH-EITI 2026
Work Plan and recommended
quarterly monitoring of progress.

The MSG suggested, under EITI
Requirement 1.3 on civil society
engagement, strengthening
coordination with civil society
organizations (CSOs) interested in EITI
implementation. The PH-EITI may
explore facilitating a dialogue with
these groups to further discuss and
highlight the role of EITI in promoting
transparency and accountability in
the extractive sector, including
discussions on issues such as human
rights violations.

The MSG recommended that the
MGB invite the Secretariat to
participate in discussions and
consultations with CSOs in order
to document these participatory
activities.

On-going

On-going

Ongoing

Ongoing

was received as of 30 March.
Note: Initial exploration of
available free online tools
indicates limitations in their
transcription capacity.

On 30 March, a follow-up was
issued, copying relevant CMIO
officers who may have insights
on the inquiry.

The matter has been partially
discussed, with further discussions
still needed with the DOE. The

Secretariat will arrange a follow-up
meeting with the DOE.

The Secretariat is regularly
monitoring the PH-EITI 2026 Work
Plan and has prepared a quarterly
progress report to be circulated to
the MSG.

The PH-EITI Secretariat has
incorporated this agenda into the
upcoming FGD consultations and
will also include it in the roadmap
or the upcoming validation.

The PH-EITI Secretariat has
reached out to the MGB
regarding participation in their
CSO coordination activities. The
MGB noted that they will
include PH-EITI in future
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The MSG recommended checking
the venue for the Women in

engagements.

The Secretariat visited The
Bayleaf Intramuros to conduct
an ocular inspection for the
Women in Extractive Forum and

106.7 Extractive Forum (Bayleaf Completed assess the proposed exhibit
' Intramuros) to determine if it can format. However, as advised by
accommodate an exhibit and the heads, the forum will now
suggested conducting a possible be conducted online instead of
ocular inspection. face-to-face.
The MSG agreed to keep the
existing reporting process
] .g P &P The Secretariat already
including the scope of the report, L
th fth ¢ i - leted announced the timeline and
e use of the current reportin omplete . . .

106.8 . .p & P continued implementing the

template, and the timeline for the ]
o current reporting process
publication of the FY 2025 Country
Report
The Secretariat will coordinate All committees now have
with MSG members regarding designated chairpersons, vice
. . Completed ) .
106.9 their preferred committee chairpersons, and additional

membership.

members.

The Secretariat presented the matters from the previous meetings, wherein the MSG agreed to
coordinate and schedule a meeting with the DOE on March 18 to discuss operationalization of
RA12253, but still pending. The MSG approved the PH-EITI 2026 work plan, and it’s still ongoing.
The Secretariat coordinated with the MGB for future activities. Meanwhile, the Secretariat
informed the body that the updates from the women in the extractives forum will be presented
during the other matters. Lastly, the Secretariat coordinated with the MSG members regarding
their preferred committee membership.

After the Secretariat presented the matters arising, there were no further comments from the
MSG members, and the meeting proceeded with the main business.
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V. Main Business
A. Terms of Reference for the Hiring of Independent Administrator for the FY 2025 Report

The Secretariat presented the first agenda by discussing the updates to the Terms of Reference
(TOR) for the Hiring of an Independent Administrator for the FY 2025 Report. The Secretariat
mentioned that the draft has been circulated and discussed during the 17th Implementation
Committee (IC) Meeting and 10th Stakeholder Engagement Committee (SEC) Meeting.

The Secretariat presented the updated draft TOR, highlighting revisions made to the background
sections, including the inclusion of a new paragraph reflecting the enactment of Republic Act
No. 12253. Comments from the International Secretariat had likewise been incorporated into
the draft, particularly on formatting and the provision of additional inputs. Following the
presentation, the IC members approved the proposed revisions to the draft TOR.

Some comments from the IC members involved removing the objective “The consultant shall
lead multi-agency and company consultations to develop and implement corrective measures
for the identified gaps.” The IC members suggested changing the term to “resource speaker” to
maintain the integrity of the consultant's role.

An industry representative raised a comment regarding the role of the IA in consultations and
emphasized the need for the IA's presence during such engagements. In response, the
Secretariat clarified the consultant's role and the rationale for the proposed revisions, after
which the member expressed support for the changes. Following the discussion, the MSG
amended the IC's recommendation to remove the objective requiring the IA to “lead
multi-agency and company consultations,” and instead designated the IA to serve as a resource
speaker during technical meetings and consultations.

During the discussion, the Chair proposed retaining the objective under the second paragraph
and revising the term “lead” to better reflect the role of the IA. The Chair emphasized that the
IA would remain responsible for organizing the consultations and preparing the necessary
outlines and supporting materials.

The MSG members provided additional comments on the draft TOR and agreed on the final
revisions. In particular, the MSG recommended amending the second paragraph of the
instructions to the Independent Administrator (IA) by revising the phrase “organize and lead at
least one (1) technical briefing for all reporting companies” to “organize at least one (1)
technical briefing for all reporting companies.”

The MSG approved the draft TOR, subject to the incorporation of the comments and revisions
raised during the discussion. Members likewise advised the Secretariat to flag any critical issues
or concerns that may arise during the finalization process to ensure that these are promptly
addressed. The Secretariat noted that several issues identified during the review would be
incorporated into the final version of the TOR.
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Before closing the discussion on the first agenda item, the Secretariat informed the MSG that
the revised draft TOR would be circulated for final review and comments. Members were given
three (3) days, until Monday, 25 May, to provide any additional inputs. The Chair further noted
that, should no comments be received within the prescribed period, the Secretariat would
proceed with the publication of the TOR.

B. Proposed Outline for the Contextual Information Chapter

The Secretariat presented the proposed outline for the Contextual Information Chapter, noting
that it had previously been discussed during the Implementation Committee (IC) Meeting. The
Secretariat reported that comments received from the International Secretariat (IS) had been
reviewed and incorporated into the revised draft, including the proposed inclusion of
quasi-fiscal expenditures (QFEs) under Requirement 6.2. The IC subsequently endorsed the
outline to the MSG for further discussion and consideration.

During the presentation, the Secretariat informed the MSG that it had coordinated with the
Philippine Mining Development Corporation (PMDC) regarding QFE disclosures. Based on the
coordination, PMDC confirmed that it does not report QFEs and that the Philippines currently
does not have established QFE disclosures. The Secretariat further explained that, once the
MSG reaches a common understanding and definition of QFEs, it will proceed with the
assessment of state-owned enterprises (SOEs). As an interim approach, the Secretariat
proposed assessing the financial reports of SOEs and incorporating the findings under
Requirement 6.2, given the absence of QFE disclosures in the country.

In response, the Chair supported the inclusion of a narrative discussion on QFEs and
recommended validating whether any SOEs undertake activities that may qualify as quasi-fiscal
expenditures. MSG members likewise suggested enriching the Contextual Information Chapter
through the inclusion of developments related to critical minerals. These include the Anti-Red
Tape Authority (ARTA) Joint Memorandum Circular, reports from the National Innovation
Council (NICP), and initiatives of the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) related to critical
minerals. Members recommended that these developments be highlighted in the FY 2025
Country Report.

To support the discussion on QFEs, the MSG requested the preparation of a one-page briefing
note outlining the proposed approach and basis for validation. The Secretariat also informed
the MSG that the proposed outline for the FY 2025 Country Report would be recirculated for
further review. Members requested at least one (1) week to review the revised outline and
provide comments prior to final approval. In addition, the MSG recommended highlighting
critical minerals-related reports, ongoing government initiatives, and perspectives from civil
society within the outline of the FY 2025 Country Report.
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C. Domestic Resource Mobilization Project Proposal

Prior to the presentation, the Secretariat informed the MSG that all comments received on the
concept note had been incorporated into the revised proposal. The Secretariat then presented
the project proposal titled “Domestic Resource Mobilization through Expenditure Accountability
and Local Revenue Literacy in the Philippine Extractive Sector.” It further explained that, upon
approval by the MSG, the proposal would be submitted to the IS for processing and
consideration.

During the discussion, a civil society representative raised a concern regarding the status of
PH-EITI's subnationalization efforts, citing consultations conducted under the Open Government
Partnership (OGP). The member noted that the OGP had recommended the inclusion of a more
actionable implementation timeline. In response, the Secretariat reported that two pilot
activities are currently being pursued in Benguet and Palawan and that coordination is ongoing
for additional focus group discussions (FGDs) in Surigao, Dinagat, and Cebu.

Following the discussion and after several rounds of revisions to the concept note, the MSG
approved the Domestic Resource Mobilization (DRM) project proposal. The MSG further
directed the Secretariat to prepare and route the necessary approval documents for submission
to the International Secretariat.

D. Presentation of the Risk-Based Assessment results included in the FY 2023-2024
Country Report

As the Independent Administrator (IA) was unable to attend the meeting, the Secretariat
presented a recorded video of the IA's presentation on the reconciliation and risk-based
assessment results for FY 2023-2024. The Secretariat informed the MSG that any comments
and recommendations raised during the discussion would be consolidated and relayed to the IA
for consideration.

Following the presentation, the Secretariat shared the comments and observations previously
raised by the Implementation Committee (IC). Among these was the need to identify and
implement interventions that would enable government agencies and reporting entities to
move beyond discussions on risk-based assessments and strengthen reporting and
implementation outcomes.

During the discussion, an industry representative commented on a statement contained in the
presentation regarding the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), particularly the reference that
commodity prices are dictated by the World Bank. The member noted that the statement was
supported by existing World Bank documentation and had appeared in previous reports.
However, the member expressed concern over the use of the term “misstatement,” noting that
it could be interpreted as implying intentional inaccuracies in reporting. The member
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recommended revising the language to better reflect unintentional reporting discrepancies and
to avoid potential misinterpretation.

A civil society representative likewise sought clarification on whether the report provided
sufficient analysis on the factors contributing to significant discrepancies, particularly those
involving the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP). The member suggested that
the findings be considered in the development of future work plans and capacity-building
initiatives.

In response, the Secretariat acknowledged the recommendations and noted the need for
further engagement with both government agencies and reporting companies. The Secretariat
explained that discrepancies may stem from incomplete submissions, reporting gaps, or the
non-submission of required documents and reports.

The same civil society representative further emphasized the importance of establishing
concrete action points with the NCIP to address recurring discrepancies and reporting issues.
Proposed interventions included conducting technical training, piloting reporting initiatives at
the regional level, and strengthening awareness among reporting entities on reporting
requirements and the importance of timely and accurate submissions.

E. 2026 Global Conference Update

The EITI International Secretariat (IS) provided updates on the planning and arrangements for
the 2026 EITI Global Conference. The IS reported that the conference had been postponed,
resulting in delays to several key institutional processes, including the election of the incoming
EITI Board Chair and the 2026-2029 EITI Board. Consequently, the mandates of the current
Board Chair and Board members were extended until October 2026, although the IS noted that
these extensions could not be prolonged beyond that date.

The IS explained that 5-9 October 2026 had been identified as the only feasible period for
holding the conference, taking into consideration the availability of both Board Chairs and
potential conflicts with other major international events. However, one of the principal
challenges encountered was the unavailability of the Philippine International Convention Center
(PICC), which had already been reserved for another event during the proposed period.

The IS further noted that the factors which initially prompted the postponement of the
conference remain relevant, including the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, potential travel
and logistical constraints, and the risk of reduced international participation. In light of these
considerations, the IS explored alternative hosting arrangements and formally announced that
the 2026 EITI Global Conference would be held in Brussels, Belgium on 8-9 October 2026, to be
co-hosted by the Government of Belgium and the European Commission.
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In addition, the IS informed the MSG that it would be able to sponsor three participants from
the Philippines to attend the conference in Brussels. Updates were also provided on the review
of the conference theme and programme. The IS shared that partner session organizers would
be requested to reconfirm their interest and availability to participate in the conference.
Likewise, applicants for the Innovation Talks would be asked to reconfirm their participation,
while applications would be reopened. Preparations for the interactive exhibition and National
Innovation Exchange were also briefly discussed.

The IS further indicated that the PH-EITI session included in the original Global Conference
programme may be retained, subject to further discussions and programme adjustments. The
possibility of organizing a separate international EITl-related event in Manila in 2027 was
likewise presented as an option to sustain engagement and visibility for the Philippines within
the EITI community.

During the discussion, the Chair raised concerns regarding potential travel restrictions affecting
government officials and the financial implications of participation in an event held in Belgium.
The Chair also noted that most government agencies had already finalized and submitted their
proposed FY 2027 budgets without allocating funds for participation in the rescheduled Global
Conference. In this regard, members discussed the possibility of utilizing previously planned
resources through the organization of a separate international ElTI-related event in Manila in
2027, subject to further consultation and planning.

The National Coordinator expressed appreciation for the updates provided by the IS and
welcomed the initial discussions on bringing an international EITI-related event to Manila in
2027. Members were likewise encouraged to inform the IS of their preferred participants for the
conference in Brussels. Following the discussion, the MSG requested the Secretariat to convene
a separate meeting to further discuss plans and possible arrangements for hosting an
international EITI-related event in Manila in 2027.

F. Update on the Progress of the FY 2025 Reporting Cycle

The Secretariat presented the updates on the reporting scope and the total number of target
projects per year. For FY 2023, the total number of target projects was 101. For FY 2024, the
total number of target projects increased to 108. For FY 2025, the total number of target
projects further increased to 117.

The Secretariat also reported that 19 companies were able to input data into the ORE Tool. It
was explained that Show Cause Orders were previously issued only after the publication of the
country report, once the final list of non-participating projects had been determined.

The Secretariat noted issues encountered during the reporting process, including commitments
from several companies that were not fully carried out. Approval was sought to immediately
issue Show Cause Orders to non-compliant mining projects after the reporting submission
deadline. Concerns regarding non-compliance and incomplete submission of data were also
discussed during the meeting.
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The Chairperson asked whether there were declarations regarding companies that frequently
fail to submit updates. It was explained that these companies are usually coordinated with the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) before being connected to their respective regional
offices.

The Secretariat announced that June 19, 2026, would be the deadline for the submission of
required documents. It was further noted that Show Cause Orders would be issued to
companies after the deadline if they remain non-compliant. The Chairperson also asked
whether a contact person from the MGB could be designated to strengthen coordination efforts
and facilitate communication with the companies.

The Bureau of Local Government Finance (BLGF) requested the Secretariat to provide a list of
companies that require close monitoring and assistance in the reporting process. The
Chairperson suggested continuing engagement efforts with the companies and recommended
holding the issuance of Show Cause Orders in abeyance pending further updates from the BLGF.

VI. Other Matters

Due to time constraints, MSG members agreed to focus the discussion on the 2026 Work Plan
Q1 Report, the proposed Stakeholder Engagement Plan, and updates on the Transparency Office
for Extractives (TOE).

The Secretariat presented the updates and changes for the final draft of the 2026 Workplan,
Stakeholder Engagement Plan and TOE. The MSG members noted all the updates, and there
were no further comments or discussions on the other matters presented during the meeting.

VII. Summary of Agreements
The Secretariat presented a summary of agreements reached during the meeting. These
included:

On the Terms of Reference, the MSG agreed to

re-include in the 1A’s scope of work the preparation

of the outline and timeline, as well as support in Secretariat
organizing technical briefings with reporting entities.

The MSG advised the Secretariat to circulate the

revised TOR incorporating the latest revisions.

Members are given until 25 May 2026 (Monday) to  Secretariat and MSG May 25, 2026
submit comments and recommendations. The TOR

will be deemed approved if no comments are
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received by the deadline.

The MSG recommended including in the Contextual
Information chapter of the FY2025 Report some of
the progress made by government agencies in 2025.
These include developments on critical minerals,
such as efforts to strengthen understanding and
positioning on critical minerals, MGB’s critical
minerals framework, and CSO perspectives; the
ARTA JMC; NCIP’s consultation on FPIC; and the
integration of SDMP into the SDGs.

The MSG advised the Secretariat to re-circulate the
briefer on Quasi-Fiscal Expenditure for further
understanding

On the |IA’s report on the RBA results, specifically the
discussion on excise tax, the MSG noted that while
the declared selling price of minerals is initially
based on producer declarations, there are
supporting documents that can be used to validate
the amounts reported. These include buyer invoices,
inward bank remittances, sales contracts, and
reference world prices. The MSG recommended
reflecting these validation sources to provide a more
balanced discussion of excise tax reporting.

Still on the RBA results, the MSG recommended
rewording the discussion on misstatement to clarify
that “the issue is not necessarily intentional
misrepresentation, but the broader risk that
reported data may be misstated, inconsistently
interpreted, or insufficiently validated by either the
private sector or government during the reporting
process.”

Secretariat

Secretariat and MSG
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The MSG recommended that, aside from presenting

the results, the report should also include

recommendations on how to move forward, A
including actions to be taken by concerned agencies.

The MSG recommended that the Secretariat include

in future discussions the plans for potential event

collaboration with the EITI International Secretariat Secretariat
in 2027.

The MSG recommended coordinating with the BLGF,
which will in turn coordinate with local government
treasurers to obtain the contact details of mining
. . Secretariat & BLGF
companies that may be used for follow-ups during

the reporting process.

The MSG recommended that future updates on the

work plan be presented in tabular form to allow for

quicker reporting and easier tracking of activities, Secretariat
areas requiring further action, and bottlenecks.

VIII. Setting of the Next Meeting

The Secretariat scheduled the next meeting on June 18, 2026 (Thursday), while the exact time
will be announced upon further notice. The MSG members also recommended presenting
updates and accomplishments in tabular form to make reporting more organized, concise, and
efficient during meetings.

IX. Adjournment

The Chair thanked all representatives from the government, industry, and the PH-EITI
Secretariat for their presence and valuable participation during the 107th Multi-Stakeholder
Group (MSG) Meeting, particularly in the discussions and presentations conducted throughout
the session.

The meeting concluded at 11:19 AM.
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